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THE MUPdTER 0? THOTSKY
AND THE

FIGHT AGAEnST STALINISM

*

3y J. C.Hunter

HE assassination of Trotsky has evoked from Cannon and Shachtman reit-
erations of the claim that Trotsky led a Leninist fight against Stalinism,
Superficially, this contention is strengthened toy the fact that to all appear-
ances Trotsky was assassinated by a hireling of Stalin.

Revolutionary workers must evaluate their leaders in termB of Marxian
science, not in terms of sentiment or emotional attachment. Great leaders who
turn traitor must ho rojocted and their renogacy oxposed to tho ontiro working
class. Tho toilers cannot win liberation by sunning thomsolvos in tho achieve-
ments of |past gonorations of revolutionaries. Present roalitl03 must be square-
ly and concretely faced. Kentsky, Plekhanov, as well as Bukharin, Zinoviev,
Komonov and Stalin were onco revolutionaries, tut mulling over this fact will
not aid the workers when such loaders botray them in ono way or anothor. In
the present day life of tho workers, tho treachery of such leadors ovorshadows

all their revolutionary deeds, for their treachery is -present , while their re-
volutionary deeds are cast .

A basic fact which revolutionary workers must keep in mind is this:- the
fact that a person or even a whole tendency i3 being persecuted does not in

itself prove that that person or tendency is a genuine opposition to the per-

secutor. At times the Social-democrats are ferociously persecuted by tho bour-

geoisie, as for example, when tho capitalists institute a fascist form of their
dictatorship. Nevertheless, social democracy is an agent of imperialism. Some-

times, the reformist trado union burocrats meet with attacks from tho bosses.
Nevertheless, the reformists ore, as Lenin taught, the agents of imperialism in

the camp of labor. It has ofton happened that the fascists were persecuted by
the bourgeoisie. In 19^3, Hitlor was almost killed by tho bourgeois polim and

soldiory. Will any revolutionary worker allow himself to be decoivod oven for

a socond into imagining that tho fascists are in any way a throat to tho rule

of
#
the capitalists? It is a well-known fact that tho Stalinist burocrats have

often been, and still are persecuted by tho boirgeoisio. Nevertheless, theso

bandits are unswerving betrayers of the toilers and thus aro valuable assist-

ants to the capitalists. Trotsky's assassin may be thrown into prison by the

bourgeoisie. Is this cutthroat to be considered a danger to tho capitalists?

Stalin also has persecuted and murdered many persons who wore in no vay a
genuine political opposition to him. Indeed, most of tho loading figures in

tho Party such as Eukharin, Zinoviev, Kamenev, Radek, Piatokov, Yagoda who
were assassinated by Stalin wore actually his collaborators.

What has History to toll of Trotsky's real role in tho rise of Stalinism?
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Stalinist opportunism began as a species of renegacy on the part of a sec-
tion of the top leaders of the victorious Bolshevik Party. Corrupted by the
great power they had held since the overthrow of the bourgeoisie, certain lead-
ers of the E.C.P. began to think no longer in terms of using their power in the
interests of the toilers, but of entrenching themselves permanently in positions
of burjcratic power and privilege. Stalinism, as this renegacy came to be known,
began as a form of careorism in the workers state.

Naturally, the renegade leaders had to disguise their criminal designs.
Their machinations to usurp power in Party and State had to take the form of a
conspiracy , else they would have been wiped out by tho indignant toilers yfao

would have had little patience witn known ronegades. Masking their plot under
a falsefaco of "Bolshevism", the traitors 30on transformed the Soviet Republic
into a hotbed of scheming and maneuvering for offices, privileges and bribes.
From being a center of world revolution during Lenin's leadership, the first
workers state, whilo retaining its socialised economic basis, was transformed

by Stalinism into a center of counter-revolutionary plots and machinations.

Tho organizational center of this conspiracy to usurp powor was Stalin.
Boosted by Zinoviev, ono of his partners at the start of the conspiracy, to tho
specially-created, all-powerful post of General Secretary, Stalin rapidly gath-
ered around him thousands of willing bootlickers who, in return for tho privil-
eges granted to them, stood by the renegade leaders through thick and .thin. In

this manner, as a hand-picked and deliberately constructed political basis for
the treacherous plotters, there came into existence the Stalinist burocracy.

By the end of 1922, Lenin had already noticed the burocratic turn that
Stalin had taken in his role as a loader. Characteristically, Lenin proparod
to give battlo to Stalinism. Trotsky himself indicates this in many places in
his writings. For example: "Already in 1932, during a brief improvement in his
hoalth, Lenin, horrified at the threatening growth of bureaucratism, was prepar-
ing a struggle against tho faction of Stalin, which had made itself 1he axio of
the party machine as a. first step toward capturing the machinery of state . " (The
flevolution Betrayed, p. 99. My emphasis-J.C.K.) Tho Stalinist machinations in
the Party, aimed at usurping power in the State, manifested themselves in this
early period most markedly in certain of the independent Soviet Republics, chief-
ly Georgia. Hero Stalin inaugurated a veritable pogrom against the local Bolshe-
vik leaders in a desperate effort to install creatures of his own choosing. As
Trotsky testifies in many of his writings, Lenin undertook to defend tho Georgian
Bolsheviks against Stalinist burocratism. Trotsky also rolatos that for tho
XII Party Congress scheduled to meet in April 1923, Lenin prepared voluminous
documents in which he presented the case of the toilers against Stalinism. The
XII Party Congress was chosen by Lenin as the battleground on which Stalinism
was to be annihilated. Trotsky wrote: "Lenin was now preparing not only to re-
move Stalin from his post of general secretary, but to disguaiify him beforo
the party as well.... Ho was systematically preparing to deliver at tho twelfth

congress a blow at Stalin as personifying bureaucracy, the mutual shielding
among officials, arbitrary rule and general rudeness." (My Life, pp. 480-1).

From such statements as these, it might be inferred by the uniriforne d or
mislead worker that at tho XII Congress Trotsky carried out Lenin's lino against

Stalin, (Lenin being too ill to appoar at this congross.) Indoad, Lonin himself
was given tho impression that Trotsky intended to combat Stalinism. On tho ove

of the XII Congress, Lonin hold discussions with Trotsky in which tho latter re-
presented himself as standing on Leninist grounds. Lenin entrusted Trotsky with
tho battle against 3talinism, and in lino with this, gave Trotsky tho reewssary
documentary material to be presented in the name of Lonin and Trotsky at the XII
Congrassi
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In actuality, however, Trotsky had set himself on entirely different pol-
icy with respect to Stalin una his fellow conspirators. This policy i3 proved
ty history to be one of cooperation with the Stalin clique, of shielding Stal-
inism against the workers and of acting in bloc with the Stalinist nla tors*
While Trotsky assured Lenin that he would fight against Stalin and his hench-
men, Trotsky gave th3 Stalinist plotters quito tho opposite assurances. On
March 6, 13-3, i.e., on tho ova of tho XII Congress at which Trotsky had pro-

mised Lenin to carry on tho war against Stalin, Trotsky assured Kanonev, anoth-

er original partner of Stalin in tho plot to usurp powar, "Remember, and toll

others that tho last thine I want is to start -*.; fight at tho corgross for any
changos in organization. I am for preserving the status quo." (My Lifo, p. 485.

My ompnasis - J.C.H.) Tho Btatus quo , to tho immeasurable detriment of the
toilers, was a Stalinist status quo. Lenin was at the time doeporatoly ill.

The workers at largo knew nothing of tho conspiracy formod by tho ronegado
leodors. Trotsky was the key figure in the situation. Either to go with Lenin
— or to go with the Stalinist plotters, the'so

1 wore the alternatives Trotsky
faced. In his own words, he had indicated which alternative he .chose. "I am
for preserving the status ^ao." Those words aro unmistakabio_ in .thoir import.
But Trotsky was oven more specific with respect to his attitude toward Stalin
and his clique. "I am against removing Stalin, and expelling Ordzhonikidzo,
and displacing Ezerzhinsky from tho commissariat of transport." (Ibid., p. 486.)*
Thoso words woro music in the oars of Karrenov who know of Lonin 1 s preparations
against Stalin and was naturally shaken by them. "Kamanov gave a sigh of re-
lief, " Trotsky records (ibid. p. 486). Thoro is no question but that Trotsky
by his assurances took a load off the mind of this worried Stalinist conspirator .

Its path cloarod by Trotsky, tho Stalinist gang wont ahead decisively vA th
its preparations for tho XII Congress. Had Trotsky cfcoson to do so, daring the
poriod of tho ova of tho XII Congress whan his power was enormous, vhon tho
Stalin-Zinovicv-Kamonov clique woro as pigmies in comparison with Trotsky, when
a more throat of oxposuro by Lenin put them in a frenzy of fear, Trotsky could
easily have destroyed the Stalinist plotters — oven without tho aid of Lonin.
Let Trotsky speak for himself: " And what is moro, I have no doubt that i£ I.

hod come foryard on the ovo of tho twelfth congress in ,tho spirit of a 'bloc of
Lonin and Trotsky 1 against the Stalinij; bureaucracy, I. should have boen vic-
torious oven if Lonin hod taken no direct part in t£e struggle ." (Ibid. p. 431.
My empaasis - J.C.H.) But Trotsky did not "come forward in the spirit of a
bloc of Lonin and Trotsky." Ihe victory over Stalinism which was in hio hands
he forfeited in favor of a bloc with Stalinism.

At the XII CongrosB, Trotsky continued his pro-Stalinist game. Ho voted
with toe Stalin clique to suppross all of Lonin 1 a toiti-Stalinist documonts.
All of tho fraudulent resolutions advanced by the Stalin gang in order to palm
itself off as tho inheritor of the Leninist tradition woro votod for by Troisier.

Of his knowledge of tho Stalinist plot ho uttorod not a word. Tro tsky uttorly
and completely sabotaged Lonin's line ugainst Stalinism. Naturally, the Stalin
gang was in ecstacy at the smooth way in which thoy onginoerod the XII Congress.
The battleground which Lenin had c^oson for tho death-blow against Stalinism
was convertod by Stalin, Sinoviev and Kamonov, with Trotsky's cooperation, into
the field of tho completo victory of Stalinism. The Stalinist press gLoated:
"At tho XII Congross tho Party strikingly demonstrated its unshakoablo unity,

* Ordsnonikidzo had enacted t.:o rolo of a common thug, introducing tho strong
arm techniquo which come to characterize- Stalinism.' Lonin, indignant at Ord-
znonikidzo ! s hooliganism, demanded his expulsion from thtf Party. Dzsrzhincky,
also on ally of Stalin, had aorriod out the Stalinizatio'n. of tho commissariat
of transport. Trotsky's shielding of theso honchwen' of 'Stalin's falls in lino
with his ontirc role in tho Stalinist conspiracy.'

1
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While Trotsky was angling for a "political holiday" and in general kept

allent about the Stalinist plot, as far as his aiding Stalinism was concerned.
Trotsky took no "holiday." Trotsky's actions in connection with the suppres-
sion of Lenin's Testament symbolise his true role in the Stalinist plot. The
Testament was part of Lenin's preparations for the vox against Stalin and his
renegade tendency. These preparations, though sabotaged, and undermined by the

whole treacherous leadership of the R.C.P. , including Trotsky, continued to

haunt tho Stalinist conspirators and to inspiro them with fear. Any loakage

of thoso preparations to tho oars of the masses would bo a grave danger to tho

plotters. Honoe, vhon in 1925 Max Eastman, although not a Leninist, happened
to got wind of Lenin's anti-Stalinist documents and to spread his information

amongst the masses, the Stalin clique took immodiate stops to squelch any dev-
elopment that Eastman's revelations might make possible. Even prior to the

actual publication of Eastman's expoBuros in his book, " Since. Lenin Died,"
Eastman had been warned by one of the conspirators to koop quiet about Lonin's
Testament. Who was this conspirator? None other than Trotsky himself. East-
man, bofore publishing his revelations, • mot Trotsky accidentally and told him
that he know about Lenin's Testament. Trotsky answerpd him in a manrer in
keeping with his part in tho Stalinist plot. Eastman -reports:- "Subsequently
I met him (Trotsky) for a moment accidentally. I told him then that I Knew
about 'The Testament of Lenin, 1 and he told v me to regard whatever I knew as

an 'absolute secret'." (Since Lenin Died , p. 26, footnote.) It is clear that
Trotsky's reaction in this momentary, accidental meeting with Eastnan could bo
tho result only of Trotsky's policy, which was to oooperato with tho Stalin
gang in concealing Lonin's anti-Stalinist documents. Obviously, no one forced
Trotsly. in this brief, aocidontal maeting with Eastman to tell him to keop
quiet about the Testamont. If Trotaky wore an honest revolutionary ho could
very easily havo said to Eastman: Go ahead, tell tho workers about the
Testament. But this was not Trotsky's reaction. His act was that of a person
tied to the Stalinist conspirators. Eastman, however, foiled to conform to
Trotsky's conspiratorial ruling and published his information about "i Lenin's
Testament. In line with his previous move to squelch Eastman, Trotsky leaped
into tho broach for the Stalin gang and slandered Eastman's truthful revelations
as malicious lies:

"Comrade Lenin has not left any 'will' All talk with re-
gard to a concealod or mutilated 'will' is nothing but a dospicablo
lie..... It suffices to ask: 'If wo assume that the malicious char-
acterization of our loading party comnados givon by Eastman is only
partly corroct, how la it possible that this Party should have em-
ergod from long years of illegal struggle, how could it stand at tho
head of masses of millions, carried through tho greatest revolution
of tho world, to further tho formation of revolutionary parties in
other countries.' There is no sincere worker who will bolieve in
tho picturo painted by Eastman." (L. Trotsly, Inprecorr, Septombor
3, 1925, pp. 1005, 1006.)

Eastman's characterization of the Stalin clique as a pack of plotters and
frauds was perfectly true. These "leading Party comrades," as Trotsky called
them, were scoundrels, as Trotsky well knew. By this time, toward the end of
1925, they were so deep in criminal counter-revolution that a tribunal and a
firing squad were their only finish if they were found .out by the revolution-
ary toilers. But Trotsty told the workers that Eastman's characterization of
tho Stalin gang of political bandits was "malicious," that "there is no sin-
cere worker who will believe in the picturo painted hy Eastman." This pro-
tection of tho Stalinist conspirators by Trotsky was, of course, invaluable to
them, for at that timo Trotsky was still a man of enormoue jroatigo and hie
word counted hoovily with the revolutionary toilors throughout tho world.



- 6 .-

In a private letter to one of his followers, Maralov, TrotBky in lator
years explained why ho had so viciously slandered Eastman. The roal essence
of this oxplonation is to bo found in the eontonco: "In any caso, my thon
statement on Eastman can be understood only as an integral part of our thon
lino toward conciliation und peacomaking ." (Hafcrtnternational, Nov, 1934,

p. 125. My emphasis - J. C.H.J Protoction of Stalinist ronegacy as an "in-
tegral part" of a policy of conciliating —nd poaci^wilfh tho Stalinist plotters
— of tnis crimo Trotsky stands virtually self-accusod.

Bolying on tho confusion of docoivod workers about Trotsky's roal rolo f

Cannon's Socialist Appeal distorted tho truth, declaring that Stalin ! s motive

for tho murdor of Trotsky was "read, thirst for revongo against tho foorloss and

incorruptiblo figntor who had oxpOBod and piUoriod Stalin boforo tho world."

(Aug. 24, 1940, p. 1.) And Shachtman's Labor Action writes concorning Trotsky:
"In tho period of tho dORonoratlon of tho Buss ion Bovoimtion . his voice and his

pen romained alivo to explain and to teach a new gonoration of young revolu-
tioniaries to fight against tho decaying; ' order of capitalism and for tho no*
socialist socioty of universal froodom for tho masses of our planot." (Aug. 26,

1940, p. I. My omphasis - J.C.H.) Thus do those political swindlers, careerist

looches who attached themselves to Trotsky, peddle tho lio that in thisopoch of
Stalinism Trotsky was tho Leninist light which guided the toilers-

'

So mighty was Trotsky's voico "against Stalinism,", that aB lato as Octobor 1927

in a lottor oddrossed to tho Stalinist fakers in tho Bureau of Party History,
Trotsky was constrained to mako the remark: "Hundrods of comrades havo askod
mo again and again why l_ continue silent in tho faco of a perfectly outrageous
falsification, directod against me, of the history of the Octobor H3VOlution*

.

and the . history of our party." (The Stalin School of Falsification, p. !• My
omphasis - J.C.E.) Indeed, many honest workers simply could not understand
Trotsky's "strango" silonco in tho faco of tho framo-up barrago lot looso against

him by Stalin and his gang. These workers did not know that Trotsky had sot
himself tho policy of establishing a bloc with the Troika, a colloctivo burao-
ratic usurpation of power. They imaginod that he was perfectly froo to fight
Stalinism, for of Trotsky's betrayal of Lonin's lino to -remove Stalin tiioy knew

nothing. In' t_-*is respect, these workers of the earlier period of tho riso of

Stalinism rosomblo tho prosont-day followers of Cannon and Shachtcan. It goes
without saying that tho careerist eurocrats, Cannon and Shachtman, for 33 If

-

protection, take caro not to shed *ny light on this matter. They will continue

spreading the Trotskyist fraud about "the fearless and incorruptiblo fightor

who had oxposod and pilloriod Stalin boforo the world."

Again and again Trotsky, as woll as many other burocrats who hod boon
kicks; d out Of power by Stalin and so were transf arried into "oppositionists" by
Stalin, emitted loud yolps of loyalty to tho Stalinist Central .Committee and

the Stalinist Party. Trotsky trampled or. any tendency to form factions against

Stalin waonover tho Hussion Communist workers showed such a tendency. Tho

Stalinist "Party," naturally, forbado any oppositional factions. Honco,

Trotsky and his fallow brokan-down loaders, declared: "We canaidor it our duty
to oarry out tho decisions of tho Party regarding tho impetmissibility of
fractional activity Wo califor the immediate dissolution of all frac-
tional groupings which havo been formed round the views of tho Opposition."

(Statement of Zinoviov, Trotsky, Xamonov, Piatokov, Sokolnikov and Jovdokimw
made on Oct. 16, 1926. Inprocorr, Oct. 31, 1926, p. 1173.) Some time lator,

Trotsky affirmed his loyal pro-Stalinist declaration of October 16, 1926: "We

will fulfill to the very end Offhe obligations undertaken by us in the declar-

ation of Oct. 16, 1926." (Die Fahne des Kommunisnus, Jan. 1937, p. 7.) On
December 3, 1927, Trotsky and a whole host of other former leading burocrats
told the workers: "There are no programmatic differences between us andtba
Party." (Keported in Inprocorr, Jan. 12, 1928.) Tho "Party", i.e., the machine

of hand-picked flunkeys dovotod to Stalin in return for tho privileges and



- 7 -

bribes he gave them, had as its raal "programme" to preserve and enhance the
Stalinist turocracy with its policy of usurpation of power, of massacring the
revolutionary workers in the -Soviet Union and of strangling the international
toilers through the treacherous line of Stalin's Comintern." Thinking
workers will understand the real moaning of Trotsky 1 s declaration of having
"no progr.-uTrratlc differences'" with such a "Party."

Sometime later, Trotsky gavo somothir.g 'of an account of his activity in

the period of Stalinism. His own summary is as follows: "To the last possib-
ility I avoided the struggle." (What Ka-pponad and How , p. 34.) While this

statement of his role in the Stalinist 'development is in sharp contradiction

to the deceptions he later spread dr.d to thoso now boing spread by'Cannon-
Shaohtman, it by no means •" is a wholly accurate picture. The basic fact of

the matter is that IrrotsSy's policy was one-not of "avoiding a struggle" but

of -positive-ly collaborating "with the Stalinist plotters*
|

Beginning with the latter part of 1323, as tho intensity of tho Stalinist

centralisation of power increased and as -power was more and more torn from his
hands, Trotsky increasingly camouflaged his support to the Stalin cliauo with
what 'looked- like "criticism1

.
1

to- the uninformed workers. If. in .the midst of
tho fierce "-'Stalinist attacks, Trotsky had simply continued to give open, un-
diaguisod support to Stalin, the resulting spoctocle would- havo been a fan-
tastically incongruous orio and Trotsky would have completely lost faco. Trot-

sky had to v.ori: out some sort of device by vtoich ho could continue to support

the system of rcnogocy to which ho was tied with unbreakable historical chains

and at tho same time to appoaf as an "oppositionist." This Trot3ky did in tiu

following Way: first, ho continued to conceal the fact that Stalinism was a
counter-rovolutionary conspiracy to usurp power in the workers state, that tho

Stalinist eurocrats vare c -assetQue criminals who foorod and lunce strove to

nrovons revolution., a threat to thoir burocratic power and privilege Then, ho

too* tae load fron Stalin's "theoretical" r.oiso and told the workers thot the

Stalinist eurocrats -.rare "confuse i revolutionaries" who based themsolws on a
foleo "taeory" (soci.-.lism in one country) which caused them to mislead the
toilor3 unintentionally. And finally, ho continuod to shout for sup-*>rt to

Stalin's "Ccmlntorr." under the guise of "carroctins" Stalinism, vociferously

damning oven the idea of forming a now international. Trotsky's "opposition"

consisted of those throe fraudulent* elements: (l) concealmont of tho deliber-

ately criminal, renegado nature of St *.linism; (2) falso attribution of Stal-

inism's counter-revolutionary policy to woil-meaning "confusion 11 based on a
bad "theory" ; (o) "critical" support to Stalinism's international organiz-"'"

ations. The upshot was that the subjectively anti7Stalinist v.-orkers through-

out the Y»rld VCO gathered around- the'fisuro" of Erbtsky, " imagining him to be

a genuinely anti-Stalinist tendency, wore blinded with tho chimera of "correct-

ing" tae bloody butcher Stalin and hi3 bribed henchmen like ThaolmTin, Lwestono,
3rowdor, Cochin, Mao Tsc-Tung, and were -tricked into supporting tho murder

machines hooded by thsso gangsters. This period in which Trotsky proclaimed
himself a "loyal. faction" of the '"Comintern" continued up to the victory of
Hitler in January 1933.

The victory of Hitler was clearly due primarily to the troachcry of Stal-

inism. In consequence, aftor 1933, the "loyal faction" method of deceiving his
followers into supporting Stalinism was obviously useless to Trotsky. A-ftor

the horrifc lo- fascist loMs+ido in Germany in 1933, not even the cost confused

Trotokyito worker would much longer accept- Trotsky's exhortations to voce for"
Thaelmonn, Foster and similar scoundrels. Hence, Trotsky adopted his "-ith

International" device througa which in a different for
of supporting the Stalinist burocracy."

ho continued his line

The l..amching of the "4th International 11 coincidod with tho unfolding of
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the third ultras-rightist zigzag of -he Stalinized : "Comintern," the counter-

revolutionary maneuver known ds tha "Popular Fronts " Ihis Bightist zigzag

was used to cover up the Stalir.ist betrayal in Germany. With this treacher-

ous line Stalir. later staved off proletarian revolution throughout the world
and especially in France and Spain where it was cost imminent. Adapting his

policy as always to that of Stalin, Trotsky began through his n4th Inter-

national" to give support to Stalin's "democracy versus fascism" fakory.

Naturally, in keeping wita his "anti-Stalinist" front, Trotsky 1 s support to

Stalin's "Popular Front" treachery -.vas givon a "critical" twist — always
"critical"! "3ut u tho essence of Trotsky*s line was to be seen in Ms proposal

of a Blum-Cachin Ministry in France. (Sea Whithor France , p. 44.) In Fraice

such a social-democratic-Stalir.ist government did not editorialize , despite
Trotsky's oshortations- 3ut in Spain a fow yoars later its image,

a Negrin-Hernandea government appeared on tho seen) • It re-
ceived Trotsky's support, "with criticism," — always "with criticism"! Ard
this government was successful in lenginoering tho victory of Franco. In
Franco, the "Popular Front" government, ovon without tho participation of
Stalinist "eurocrats in any Ministry, suoceodad in utterly crushing tie upsurge
of tho workers. This support—"with criticism" — to the third ultra- rightist
zigzag of Stalin's ""Comintern" constituted the essence of tho continuation,
through tha "4th International" technique, of Trotsky's support to Stalinism,
support' ho had been giving in one form or another sines the origin of this

form of xonogacy.

Along with this support to Stalin's "Comintern" maneuvers, there rcn in
Trotsky's line direct support to the Stalinist "oirocracy in the Soviet Union.
Tais took tha form of palming off the Stalinist burocracy as having soma kind
of a "progressiva function" in defending tho Soviet Union. Concealing tha

fact that the Stalinist burocracy can only undermine and bring on tho destruc-
tion of v/hat remains of the workers state, Trotsky, on tho grounds of tho
mytnical "brogrossivo function" which ho concoatod, urged tha workers to

"sustain Stalin and his bureaucracy" (Tha Case of Leon Trotsky , p. 382).

This, in brief outline, is the caroer of tho man to -r.cm Caraon refers as

"the fearless and incorruptible fighter Who had oxposed and pilloried Stalin

bofOro tae world" and whose voice and pen, according to Shachtman, remained
alive in tho epoch of Stalinism to teach a new generation how to fight for
proletarian liberation!

If one does not know tho truo story of the Stalir.ist conspiracy, it

might bo thought that Trotsky's assassination surely proves that ho repre-

sented a roal throat to Stalinism, that Trotsky's political tendency was Lan-

ir.ist in character. But, if tho truo history of tho Stalinist ren-gacy is

known, and especially Trotsky's part in it, it will bo disc3rnod that tho vcyy
opposite is tho case. According to Trot«ky, tha basis of Stalinism's counter-
revolutionary acts was the "theory" of socialism in one country. History
proves, however, that it was not a "thoory" vfcich gavo riso to tho hideous
bloodbath in nhich Stalinism came to drown tho toiling massos. It was tho
Stalinist plot to usurp power in tho workars: state. It was tha criminality
of tho Stalin gang which led to its transformation into a veritable monster.
The bloodinos3 ana butcher-* of Stalinism uaoso from its consciously counter-
revolutionary character, its fear and hatred of revolutionary advances on the
part of tho toilers, its need to crush tho masses in order to protect and en-
hance its usurped power. Criminal assaults oh tho toilers must arise from
interests Which are contrary to tho* o of tho masses. These interests in mho
case of tho Stalinist burocracy were its power and privilege stolon by con-
apiratory usurpation ;froc tho workers.

Whan Trotsky raised tho question of whether Stalin poisoned Lenin he came
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very close to indicating the real nature of the origin of Stalinism. Stalin
feared Lenin. Had Lenin recotwred his health, he would have led in person an
attack: against the whole Stalinist clique of plotters. , No honest Party leader
had any reason to fear Lenin, regardless of what false theory that leader may
have held. At the beginning of 1923, noredver,, when, according to Trotsky1 s
intimations, Stalin was already contemplating murdering Lenin, the "theory" of
socialism in one country had not appeared on. the Stalinist scene. This "tteory"
was an outgrowth of Stalinist criminality . The "theory" was part of the fake
polemics v&ich Stalin and his aids cooked up to frame Trotaky and wipe him out
of power. It was port of the ideilcgical dust which the Stalinists threw into
the eyes of the masses to blind them to the conscious renegocy of their lead*-

ers- Stalinism is not based on any "theory." It is based en a specific
crime, the effort to usurp power in the workoxs state.

Stalinist opportunism is- an. entirely now 'phenomenon in history. Careor-
ism in bourgeois states is woll known. All bourgeois states are burocratic*
But careorismin a workers stato of the sort. lot loose by the Stalinist con-
spiracy is something which no Marxist ever anticipated. Marx and Engels wrote
about the workers statein a purely gonoral, thoorotical manner. Lenin was
the first of the throe founders of Marxism to meet tho germinating Stalinism
face to face. Lonin was tho first to attempt to give battle to Stalinism. If
what fcrotsly v/rote about Stalin's poisoning of .Lonin is true, then Lenin paid
with his life for his offort tG combat Stalinism. Tho battle against Stalin-
ism is today tho direct continuation of -Lonin' s fight for the revolutionary
line in the ranfca of tho proletariat.

Millions of honost workers have paid with their lives becauso .thoyh have
been prevented from fighting Stalinism. For the dishonest victims of Stalin-
ism, — and thero have been many such — the toilers need feel no regret. But
the prolatarian vmguard must rally for a genuine fight against Stalinism lost
the entire international working class vanguard be destroyed in tho present
period because of Stalinist treachery.

There is no hope whatsoever of prolatarian..liberation as long as Stalin-
ism retains the possibility of controlling the decisive sections of the pro-
letariat. Before the workers can free themselves from the bourgeoisie, they
must rid themselves of this pseudo-Bolshevik, Stalinist cancer. Under the
present conditions of complete political xjaralysis .of the international pro-
letariat, the present period of history is rapidly moving to a finish v&ich
will be incalculably disastrous for tho workers, unless' all pseudo-Bolshevism
is exposed and wiped put. A turn toward revolutionary successes for tho
toilers depends entirely on tho ousting of Stalinism with all its "opposition
bronchos fr&s the proletarian vanguard and the creation of a nor; Bolshevik
International*

ALL IDEfiSOOF BUILDING A NET/ HJTE3UATIC2JAL ALONG ANY LINE 3JT IH^T OF
DESTROYING STALlNiai AHE SUPPLY A TEA? WHICH WILL LEAD THE ANTI-STALIlHaT
WEHKEHS TO DESTBUCTION.

Such a trap is precisely what Trotsky and his henchmen like Cannon and
Shachtman placed in the path of the workers. Here is how they paint Stalin-
ism "before tho eyes of tho workers: "The Stalinist issue con bo handled, but
it can only be handled as what it is, an incidental Q ! f) obstacle in tho
fight for tho program that workers and fanners need." (New International,
March 1939, p. 78. My emphasis - J.C.E.) An incidental Obstacle! In the
lurid light of the Stalinist "betrayal of the millions of toilers of Eussia,
China, Germany, France, Spain and all other countries, how gruesome and
criminal these words sQundl
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Following TrotBky, Cannon and Shachtman (and we may include In this

category Oehler and Stamm) to prevent u struggle against Stalinism, misdirect
the anti-Stalinist workers by orienting them to the backward masses, i«e., f

those who have not yet broken even with the bourgeois parties. But the de-
cisive section of the proletariat is that which has already broken subject-
ively with the bourgeois parties and which considers Itself revolutionary*
This decisive seotion^ever ainea the rise of Stalinismjhas fallen into the

clutches of this renogade tendency, consistently mistaking it for genuine

Bolshevism. Especially in revolutionary crises, the advanced workers break
with bourgeois parties by the millions — only to fall into the Stalinist
trap. 'Efco Leninist orientation is toward the advanced , i.e., the predominant-
ly class-oonscious, BofcehGvik-mindod workers, to win them away from the Stal-

inist traitorB and the pseudo-anti-Staliniat tendencios and with these work-
ers to creato tho now Balshevik movement. But any worker who — following
Trotsky and hiB henchmon — considers Staliniom "an incidental obstacle" or a
force having some kind of a "progressive' function" will never succeed in cre-

ating a ccovemont which will annihilate the Stalinist scourge. No, Stalinism

is not an incidental obstacle. Stalinism ia the main - danger in the camp of

tho proletarian vanguard. Unless this opportunist menace is eradicated from
the proletarian vanguard, there is not even the slightest poaaibility of liber-

ation of the maaaea free, bourgeois oppreaaion.

Cannon and Shachtman have the ( self-protective need to conceal Trotsky's
real role in tho rise of Stalinism. More, tho.v have the need to pr event the

overthrow of Stalinism* This overthrow will take place only if the advanced
toilors are armed with a clear understanding of the origin and ris o of Stal-

inism as well as of its method of operation (jfee^two being Organically con-
nected). Such an understanding willcomo only, ffie true rule of Trotsky be-

comes, known. Furthermore, the real character of all tho Cannons, Fosters,
Lovestonos, Browders, Thaolmanns, Cachins , Theresas, Shachtmans, who for

careerist reasons attached themselves to one aspect or another of the Stalin-

ist system, will also become known. In tno final rockoning all those career-

ists will have to answer for the rivers of working class blood for which in
ono way or another they are responsible. The overthrow of Stalinism is a
danger to those opportunists. This ia tho fundamental fact which must be in
the mind of tho worker who hears tho glib promises of Cannon or Shachtman to
load a struggle against Stalinism which they describe as an "incidental ob-

stacle." A gonuine war to destroy Stalinism in order to achieve prolotarian

liberation from capitalism can be led only by honest workers who have no car-

eerist attachments of any sort to any aspect of the Stalinist system. To

fight Stalinism, one's handa must be clean of Stalinist treachery. An
entirely new revolutionary leadership must be created.

As in every crisis of hiBtory, the revolutionary class is presented with
an "eitner-or." Today, it ia either destroy Stalinism or be destroyed. There

is no middle ground. Preliminary to a direct and major assault on Stalinism,

however, there is much work that must be done. Tho already subj3 ctively anti-

Stalinist workers must break from their present false leaders, in tho first

instonco from Cannon and Shaohtman. The entiro role of these ooreerists must

be ovaluated in terms of Trotsky's entire role in the Stalinist conspiracy*

Unless this issuo is cleared up, the anti-Stalinist workors will retain one

piece or another of Trotekyist falsification. Aa long as the illusion that

Trotsky fought Stalin has not been destroyed in tho mind of tho moat advanced

workers, then ono form or another of Trotskyist deception will remain thoro to

mislead them. Scientific, Marxist investigation of the entire history of the

rioo of Stalinism ia a prime requirement for those workers who already under-

stand tho neod for a new revolutionary party. Such an inveotigatd on will re-

veal to them tho exact naturo of Trotsky's renegade role. This alone can

clear their mind of Trotskyist deceptions. This alone can function to cat
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set them on the genuine Leninist path of struggle against the Stalin iet can-

cer.

Followers of Trotsky to one extent or another, will feel discouraged by

Trotsky 1 a assassination. They will feel that they have lost a great leader.

Some of them will feel that they have to make a thorough political investig-
ation of people like Cannon, Goldman, Morrow, Weber, Wright, Hansen. Per-

haps they were accepting those people as leaders mainly because behind them
there stood the figure of Trotsky. Now that Trotsky physically in out of
the picture, it bocomos necessary to think over the loadorahip of his Aneri-

can representatives, such workers may foel. But such workers will bo making
a grave error if they imagine that these leaders can be evaluated apart from
Trotsky. They oil have to bo Judgod in terms of the lino they gave — and
still give — to the workers, which is Trotsuy's lino. If tho fact is known
that Trotsky's rolo in tho Stalinist conspiracy was that of a collaborator
of the Stalin clique, that Trotsly's lino constituted ever since 1921-1922

one form of support or another to conscious Stalinist renegucy, then to de-
termine tho nature of his henchmen is a matter of little difficulty* But if

this fact is not known, if the workers try to evaluate these henchmen of
Trotsky's aside from the whole Trots Ic/ist role in the Stalinist devolopraonti

then they will oaeily be deceived into siding with one or another of the

cliques ::.-- .:.'.-. exist in tho Trotskyist movement.

It may be expected that in tho not ao far distant future thoro will de*-

velop splits in the Cannon organization. The loaders of thio "Party" aro a
gang of corooristo who hato each o^her fiercely, and ore Jealous of oach
other's standing In the organization. Quite likely, on effort will be

launched by ono or another of the cliques to wfipe out tho rivals. This strug-
gle for burocratic power will be disguised in typical Stalinist mmner — with

a oookod up "theoretical polomic." -.... case of the Car-non-Shachtman oquutblo

which reoontly boiled over woe one of those clique fights. And character-
istically, it was given a "polemical" covor. In order not b to bo trapped by
another ono of those "polemics," it is above all essential to understand tho

entire Stalinist development, and in the first instance Trotsky's part

therein.

Those are the true prospocts for the workers in the various TrotskyiBt
organizations. To fight Stalinism, it is first necessary to undorstand crd

break with Trotsky's tondoncy. All other paths aro those of illusion and

defeat.

EOR A LENINIST INVESTIGATION AND EXPOSURE OF THE TRUE ROLE OF TROTS!!* IN

THE STALINIST CONSPIRACY.

BREAK CLEANLY WITH EVERY VARIETY OF CAREERIST FRAUD REGARDIESS OF WHAT
ALLURING LABEL IT MARCHES UNDER*

HOLD ALL THE PSEUEO-BOLSHEVIK DECEIVERS TO ACCOUNTS FOR THE DEFEAT AND
RUINi THEY HAVE BROUGHT ON THE TOILERS.

FOR A NEW LENINIST INTERNATIONAL, CREATED THROUGH A GENUINE STRUGGLE

AGAINST THE ENTIRE STALINIST SYSTEM.

New York City
August 24, 1940.


